
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FROM THE PASTOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church of Christ, Congregational, UCC  
142 Exchange St., Millis, MA  02054 
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THE SPIRE 
 

DECEMBER 2018 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Church of Christ Vision Statement: 
Worship God, serve our neighbors, share God’s love. 

Christmas Eve  
Services 

 

Monday 
December 24th 

 
6:30pm Family Service 

This service uses interactive stories 

and familiar carols to joyfully 

celebrate the birth of our Savior. 
 

10:00pm Candlelight & 

Communion 

This service is a more relaxed and  

quiet time where everyone is  

welcome to share communion. 

JOLLY HOLLY FAIR! 
 

Saturday, December 1st 

9:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Join us for this fun, festive event 
at the Church of Christ, 

Congregational and experience 

the JOY of the season! 

Dear Friends, 

 

Advent is the church season of wondering, watching 

and waiting.  It is a season of covering darkness and 

heavy pregnant pauses. It is also, for too many of us, 

a season of stress and hurry and over flowing to-do 

lists.   

 

This December, I invite you to be intentional about 

finding a corner of quiet and reflection.  To aid in 

this challenge, there will be a Taizé service held at 

the church on Mondays in December. (Dates are 

December 3, 10 and 17 at 7:30pm. )  This service is 

very simple and involves short songs, stretches of 

silence, prayer and candle lighting. If you’re not 

sure it is right for you - give it a try. Many people 

find the experience soothing balm for the season.  

 

Additionally, we will have a Blue Christmas service 

on December 19th at 7pm. This service honors those 

for whom the holiday season is difficult.  Those who 

have experienced a loss, an illness or are just not 

finding peace in this season are welcome. It is a time 

to be present with all of our emotions, even the ones 

we try to hide in order to fit in with the “festive 

mood” of the season.   

 

Christmas will come soon enough. In the meantime, 

remember that no journey across holy ground should 

be rushed. Walk slowly though this time. Breathe in 

the balsam scented winter air. Stop. Wonder. Watch 

for the light to come.  

 

In the words of the Taizé song,  

Wait for the Old, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong, take heart.  

 

With you on the journey, 

Rev. Jen  
 

http://www.millisucc.org/
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Taizé Services 

 

Monday evenings  
at 7:30pm 

December 3, 10 and 17 
 
During the busy Advent Season, you are 

invited to slow down to experience a 
series of quiet, peaceful and 

contemplative services with Taizé 
music, prayer and candlelight. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Blue Christmas Service 

 

Wednesday, December 19 
at 7:00pm 

 

If you are grieving or experiencing  
any difficult life event, please join us  
for a time of worship and support at  

our Blue Christmas service.  This  
service acknowledges that for some  
of us this is not “the most wonderful 

time of the year.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Visitors'  Group News  
 

The next Visitors’ Group meeting will 
be held on Thursday, December 20th  

at 10:00am in the parlor. 
 
Following our meeting, we will be leaving 
at 11:30am to go to lunch at the 
Restaurant 45 in Medway.  If you would 
like to join us for lunch, please let one of 
the Visitors know before December 17th.  
We want to wish everyone a very blessed 
and Merry Christmas and best wishes for 
the New Year! 
 
The Visitors:  Judie Ackerman, Ellie Costa, 
Ginny Demery, Pam Johansson, Linda 
Jones, Judy Kosinski, Shirley Rowley, Pat 
Spearing, Kathy Stevens, Rev. Jen Munroe 

Nathans 
 
 

 

 

 

It’s Time to Order  

Your Poinsettias 

 
Orders for poinsettias will be taken 
through Monday, December 17.  
 
The cost is $12.50 each.  Order 
forms will be available in the 
bulletins, on the web site (under 
“About” and “Forms”) and in the 
church office. 
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HOLIDAY HELPER PROGRAM 
 

This holiday season our church is once again 
helping to support the Millis Food Pantry 
Holiday Helper Program. For those of you 
who chose gift tags, please remember:   
 
All gifts, including gift cards, need to be 
wrapped with the gift tag securely 
fastened and returned to us in Fellowship 
Hall by December 16th.   
 
We will then work with the Food  
Pantry to make sure they reach  
the right families.  This is a  
chance to bring happiness to  
families in our own community.   
 
Thank you for your help!  
 
The Bullion Family 
Ben & Michelle Jones and Family 
 
 

 

Easy Evangelism 

 
“What’s that pin 
you're wearing, 

is it an apostrophe 
or what?” 

 
 
 

You may have noticed a few people around 
the church wearing these little rainbow-
colored pins.  Issued by the UCC, they’re a 
symbol of support for the LGBTQ 
community and for the United Church of 
Christ’s motto, “God is Still Speaking.”     
 
But even more importantly, they're great ice 
breakers. 
 
When someone asks what the pin stands 
for, all that’s needed is a two-line reply:  
 
“The comma is a symbol of the United 
Church of Christ; it means God is still 
speaking, and we shouldn't put a period 
where God has put a comma. The rainbow 
is a symbol of our support for the LGBTQ 
community.”   
 
It’s stress-free outreach, since the pin itself 
is the conversation starter.  And it may just 
open the door for follow-up questions and 
dialogue about our church, our beliefs, and 
the fact that all are welcome here.  
 
The initial order of 20 pins are being 
distributed free of charge.  If you would like 
one, please talk to June Murphy or email 
her at juneinthewoods@me.com.  We will 
likely order more; they will be available for a 
nominal fee of a few dollars.  
 
 

 

 

All Church Christmas Caroling 
 

Thursday, December 13 
6:30-8:30PM 

 
Our Youth groups invite the whole church family 
to join us as we go Christmas Caroling around 
Millis. We will travel in cars, going house to house 
to sing and spread holiday cheer to church family 
members who have a hard time getting out.  
Youth who plan to come without an adult need to 
let Jess know by Dec. 9th that they are joining us 
so she can be sure we have enough drivers.  
Dress warmly! We’ll gather back at the church for 
cookies and hot cocoa. Feel free to invite your 
friends and neighbors to join us!  
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Celebrate the Message of Christmas 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 
 

10:00am - Worship Service 

11:30am - Brunch 

1:00pm 
Church of Christ Choir  

and other guests perform the Cantata, 

The Glory of Christmas 
Celebrating Christ’s Birth 

Music by Lloyd Larson; Orchestration by Ed Hogan 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the words of Lloyd Larson… 
The message of Christmas is a message that our world needs to hear 

today.  It is for young and old alike, for people of every tribe and nation 
regardless of one’s station in life.  The Christmas story is filled with hope, 

promise, wonder, majesty, and mystery.  It is a perpetual reminder that in 
the darkest moments of life, the brilliance of the eternal Light of Christ has 

entered our world to guide us on the journey of life and faith.   
This is the glory of Christmas! 
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Sunday, Dec 9th – after worship 

Kids of the Kingdom (Grades 4-6) 

Holiday Helper Shopping & Christmas Party 
 

The ‘Kids’ will pile into cars after worship. Please bring $8 for lunch at Wendy’s and then we 

will go to Target to select gifts for a local family through the Holiday Helper program. We 

should be back at church around 1 PM for wrapping our purchases. Then we will have our 

own little party with games and sweets and surprises.  Pick up will be at 2:30 PM.  Permission 

Slip required.  If you would like to make a donation for the gifts, it would be appreciated. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 9th – 6:30 – 8:30 PM 
Pathfinders Christmas Party 

Dinner, games, Yankee Swap, friends and worship – what more could you want?  Bring a 

previously owned, wrapped gift; something you find around your house or purchase in the 

Green Zone on December 1st NOT NEW!  Festive dress, Christmas sweaters and more, are 

encouraged. Friends and Pathfinders Alumni are always welcome to join the Christmas party! 

 
 

Sunday, Dec. 23rd - 10:00 AM Christmas Pageant! 
We will be signing people up to be readers and costumed 

leaders. Please let Jess know if you can NOT participate. 

 

Looking Ahead: 

Friday & Saturday, January 4
th 

& 5
th 

--CityReach! 

Thursday, Dec. 13th – 6:30 – 8:30 PM  
All Church Christmas Caroling  

See page 3 for details!  

 

December Youth Events! 
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Missions Report 
 

We hope those who attended Worship service on November 18th enjoyed the 
informative service about the Mission Trip to El Salvador.  If you missed it, 
please see the following article Jim Bullion wrote which we hope will be in our 
local newspaper to share with all the community.  Then in next month’s Spire 
we will introduce you to Ana Gloribel Cardona, who is the woman we 
sponsored to build her new home in El Salvador.  
 

Millis Church of Christ Lends A Hand In El Salvador 
 
“A life changing experience” is how members 
of the Millis Church of Christ Congregational 
(UCC) describe their October mission trip to 
El Salvador to help Habitat for Humanity 
build homes for low-income families. 
 
 
Partnering with seven members of the 
United Church of Christ in Norwell, 12 
members of the Millis Church of Christ 
traveled to El Salvador on October 6th to 
spend eight days learning and helping in a 
country filled with challenges.   
 
Flying into rainy San Salvador through Miami, we linked up with local Habitat staff and settled 
into a local hotel.  Before leaving San Salvador to travel to Santa Ana, we joined thousands of 
Salvadorans visiting the tomb of revered archbishop Oscar Romero who was assassinated while 
saying mass in 1980 and who was about to be canonized by the Catholic Church.   The sight of 
fellow Christians weeping openly at the tomb of a man of peace was deeply touching and a fitting 
beginning to a journey into the homes and lives of a warm, welcoming people. 

 
Santa Ana is a gritty and bustling provincial city 
and the headquarters of Habitat’s provincial 
offices.  The goal for the week was to work on 
two home sites in the town of Candelaria de la 
Frontera, 40 minutes away near the Guatemalan 
border, alongside local masons and workers.   
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Changing Lives Campaign 

 
 
The annual New Life fundraiser has begun.  We will be donating as a church 
$3,000.00. If you are looking for an alternative gift idea donation to New Life 
and/or South Shore Habitat maybe just the gift for those hard to buy for on your 
shopping list.  In 2019 we hope you will join the mission committee to volunteer at 
both of these organizations. Look for more detail in upcoming issues of the Spire. 
 

 
The families who would occupy the home contribute land and labor and take out a low-interest 
mortgage for up to 15 years through Habitat.  The families therefore have a stake and sense of 
ownership and responsibility for their new home. 

 
Heavy rains the first three days delayed the start of work,  
but we spent the time getting to know the Salvadoran 
people better:  visiting residents of a home for destitute 
senior citizens; touring an after-school center for children; 
sorting eyeglasses for an organization that provides rural 
health care. We also learned of the ravages of the country’s 
civil war, the on-going efforts of reconciliation, and the 
scourge of the gangs that constantly threaten people’s lives 
and businesses and lead many to flee to the United States. 

 
Finally, we dove into the work on the houses in the beautiful town of Candelaria de la Frontera. 
There was work for everyone – moving dirt, digging trenches, mixing and hauling cement, sifting 
sand, tying rebar together, and moving hundreds of cinder blocks.  Not a single power tool at 
either site. Hard and hot work but done with joy and energy in the spirit of giving. The future 
occupants of one home – a couple with three small children – lived next door with the 
grandmother and other members of the family in a small two-bedroom house part of which was 
used as a small grocery store. Clearly, the new home, although only 450 square feet, would make 
an enormous difference to this family. 
 
The days passed too quickly and too soon it was time to 
head home.  Leaving was bittersweet for all of us, having 
built strong relationships.  Our feeling was unanimous, 
though: “we have to go back and do it again.” 
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