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THE SPIRE 
 

NOVEMBER 2018 

Church of Christ Vision Statement: 
Worship God, serve our neighbors, share God’s love. 

From the Pastor 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
“Say, “Thank you.”  
 
 As a parent, these words were on my lips all the 
time. Trying to teach the concept of gratitude to a 
child is a challenging business. The rote nature of 
our social exchanges of “Please” and “Thank You” 
are easier to teach. The words are part of the social 
contract we buy into today. When we ask for 
something, we say please and when we receive, we 
say thanks.   
 
As we head toward the Thanksgiving holiday, I’ve 
been pondering the connection between saying 
thank you and actually being grateful.  If I order a 
coffee at Dunkin Donuts I say thank you when I’m 
handed the cup but for what am I actually grateful? 
The coffee I paid for? The fact that I was handed the 
correct item I ordered? Or, is it the fact that I had the 
financial ability to pay for a large cup of coffee?  
 
Perhaps the answer is Yes to all of it. We are 
fortunate people and we are given the gift of this 
season of gratitude to reflect upon all of our 
blessings. I invite you to celebrate all you have been 
given by sharing your gratitude on the bulletin board 
by the side church door. Take a moment to 
document your blessings by writing a few words of 
thanks.  
 
When we join together as a community of faith, I am 
reminded again and again how blessed we are to 
have a vibrant loving church family.  As I gather with 
my family on Thanksgiving, please know that you all 
will be counted as one of my greatest gifts.  
 
With you on the journey, 
Rev. Jen  
 

 
 

 

Special Worship Service  
and Stone Soup Luncheon 

Sunday, November 18 
 
The 10:00am Sunday worship service 

on November 18th will be led by  
the team of folks who traveled to  
El Salvador on the mission trip in 

October.  Join us to hear about the trip 
and how God was present in the 

experience.  Then join us after worship 
for our traditional Stone Soup 

luncheon.  (See page 2 for details.) 
 

 

TAIZÉ SERVICE 
 

Monday evenings at 7:30pm  

on December 3, 10 and 17 
 

During the busy Advent Season, you 
are invited to slow down for a weekly 

contemplative service with Taizé 
music, prayer and candles. 

 

Don’t forget to send in your 2019 Pledge card, if you haven’t returned it yet.  

http://www.millisucc.org/
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The El Salvador Mission Trip Experience 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 6, 2018 had been marked on our calendar for 6 months and now it was here!  Twelve 
of us (and 7 others from South Shore) awoke in the wee hours of that Saturday morning to 
head to El Salvador on a mission trip to build houses with South Shore Habitat for Humanity 
(SSH).  We had met with our SSH guides and Paul Rice before the trip for first-hand accounts of 
previous trips, we read information on line and asked Marguerite about her mother’s country 
El Salvador, checked the weather conditions and any immunizations we needed -- but nothing 
prepared us for the amazing experience of the people of El Salvador.   
 
On Sunday, November 18th, Mission Trip participants will be leading the worship service so you 
can hear all about their experiences and learn how our church has supported the people of 
Candelaira de la Fronera.  We look forward to seeing you!!  Then stay for the Stone Soup 
Luncheon.  If you miss the service, we will have a complete report in the December Spire.   

 

Join Us for a Stone Soup Luncheon 

Sunday, November 18th following worship 
 

Stone Soup is an old folk story in which hungry strangers 
convince the people of a town to each share a small amount 
of their food in order to make a meal everyone enjoys. Come 
join us to share in the soup made by friends you know and 
learn about the strangers we are helping in our Mission work.   
 

If you have a good soup to share please notify the Men’s 
Fellowship group who will be stirring the pots!!! 
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FREE DINNER  

& GAME NIGHT 

Friday, November 16 

at 6:30pm 

 
Are you looking for something easy and 
entertaining to do on a Friday night?  
Join us at the Church of Christ for a 
free, delicious dinner, followed by a fun 
night playing board games and sharing 
conversation and fellowship.  Dinner 
will be served at 6:30pm.  Feel free to 
bring family, friends, and a favorite 
board game!   
 

We’ll have games for all ages!   

Call 508-376-5034 for info. 

It’s Time to Order Your 
Thanksgiving Goodies! 

 

Apple & Pumpkin Pies, made fresh by our 
Youth groups, will be ready for pick-up after 
worship on Sunday, Nov. 18.  They will start 
taking orders Sunday, Nov. 4.  People can 
place their orders by email to Jess Boose at 
jessalou@me.com.  Put “Overnight Pie Order” 
in the subject line.  Or, go to our website for 
an on-line order form. Proceeds support 
Youth programs & activities. 
 
Cranberry Chutney orders will be taken 
from November 4 - 14, and will be distributed 
on Sunday, Nov. 18 after worship.  To place 
your order, see Kathy Stevens at church,  
or call her at (508) 376-8124.  The price for 
chutney is $4.75 per pint; proceeds  
go to support the activities of the  
Women’s Fellowship. 
 

Advent Dinner & Decorating 
Sunday, November 25 - 5:00-7:30pm 

 

5:00 – 6:00 pm – Pot Luck Supper 

6:00 – 7:00 pm – Hanging of the Greens 

We’ll have special projects planned  

for decorators of all ages. 

7:00 – 7:30 pm – Christmas Skit & Carol Sing 

Once the entire church has been made gorgeous for  

Advent we will have a Christmas skit & carol sing-a-long  

to help us embrace the spirit of the season! 

 

Friends and Neighbors are welcome! 

 

Please sign up for the potluck during coffee hours in November.  

 
 

mailto:jessalou@me.com
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VISITORS’ GROUP 
 

Our next Visitors' Group meeting will be on 
Thursday, November 15, 2018 at 10:00am in 
the parlor.  We will be addressing Christmas 
Cards following our meeting.   
We hope that you can make it. 
 
Blessings to all, 
 

The Visitors:  Judie Ackerman, Ellie Costa, 
Ginny Demery, Pam Johansson, Linda Jones, 
Judy Kosinski, Shirley Rowley, Pat Spearing, 
Kathy Stevens, Rev. Jen Munroe Nathans 

 
 

HOLIDAY HELPER PROGRAM 
 

Our church will once again help 
support the Millis Food Pantry’s 
Holiday Helper Program, by 
giving gifts to less fortunate 
families in Millis.   

 
You choose a gift tag (or tags) that 
include a person’s age, gender and gift 
request.  Then, you purchase and wrap 
the gift(s) and return them to Church of 
Christ.  We work with the Food Pantry to 
coordinate the distribution of the gifts.  
It’s a wonderful way to spread joy in our 
community! 
 
Watch for dates and details in  
bulletins and on our website 
www.millisucc.org, or call  
the office 508-376-5034. 
 

In Solidarity  
with our Jewish Friends 

 
The UCC Family of Faith is asking its 
members to write prayer notes or notes of 
compassion to our siblings at Tree of Life 
Synagogue in Pittsburgh. 
 
If you would like to send a note, the Church 
of Christ, Congregational in Millis will be 
collecting messages to send all together in 
one large envelope to the synagogue.   
Drop off your message to the church office 
by Sunday, November 11, and we will mail 
them out on Tuesday, November 13.  
 
Or, you can mail your messages  
directly to: 
 
Tree of Life Synagogue 
5898 Wilkins Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA  15217 
 
 Our Website Has a  

Beautiful New Look! 
 

We’re still at the same web address: 
 

www.millisucc.org 
 

but the site has recently been updated to be 
more versatile, user friendly, and visually 
appealing.  We still have some adjustments  
and additions to make over the next few 
weeks, but we think you’ll like the changes! 
 
Special thanks to June Murphy for her 
extensive contributions to the site design and 
content and to Marguerite Monahan for her 
valuable input during the development of the 
new site. 

http://www.millisucc.org/
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November Youth News: 
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GENERAL HELP 
 

We need general help in these areas: 

• People to help with set up & clean up, day of help, greeting 

• People to help with pictures in the Santa Room 

• Food donations for the snack bar  

• Other tasks, as needed 
 

Please let Becki Waters Abalutzk or Tammy Coutts know if you can help out. 

SILENT AUCTION  

DONATIONS 
 

In order to have a successful Silent 
Auction, we need your help getting a 
variety of items that people can bid on 
during the fair.  The auction will include 
creative, themed gift baskets and some 
stand-alone items (e.g. coffee makers, 
sporting event tickets, bottles of wine, 
etc.)  You can either donate individual 
items or get together with some friends 
to create a themed basket.  Ideas 
include:  Movie Night, Italian Dinner 
Party, Day at the Spa, Games Galore, 
etc. – use your imagination!  
 
If you have items to donate for the Silent 
Auction, email Gail Luck at: 
Gail.Luck@analog.com. 
 

NEEDLE ARTS TABLE 
 

If you are a person who does crewel, 
crochets, embroiders, knits, sews, or 
has any other creative needlework 
talent, we ask if you would kindly donate 
an article or as many as you wish, to the 
NeedleArts table at the Jolly Holly Fair.  
The more we have to sell, the greater 
our success!  If you would like to put a 
price on the articles you donate, that 
would be a great help, but if you prefer 
to have us price it, we’re happy to do 
that. 
 

Those of us who enjoy doing “Needle 
Arts” meet in the parlor on Monday 
mornings beginning around 10:00am. 
 
Even if you don’t knit or crochet,  
come for the socializing! 
 

Jolly Holly Fair-- Volunteers Needed 
The Jolly Holly Fair is the church's largest fundraising event, and we  
welcome any effort you can provide to help make the fair a success! 

 

On the next 2 pages, you’ll find many ways that you can contribute  
to the fair.  Any help/donations are greatly appreciated! 

mailto:Gail.Luck@analog.com
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 BAKE!  BAKE!  BAKE! 
 

The Jolly Holly Fair is almost here!  The 
Fancy Foods table brings in a lot of 
money for the church, but only if you 
bring your favorite baked items to the 
table. 
 
Cakes, cookies, pies, squares, or 
whatever you want to bake – we will sell 
it.  Jams, pickles, soups, and snack 
mixes are also welcome. 
 
Note: Due to Board of Health rules, we 
must have a full list of ingredients for 
each item you donate.  This year, we 
have created an easy-to-fill-out form 
which you can use to identify the 
ingredients.  Forms will be available in 
Fellowship Hall, the church office, on our 
website, and at the Fancy Foods table 
when you drop off your items. 
 
If you have any questions, please call 
Kathy Stevens at 508-376-8124. 

WHO HAS A SWEET TOOTH? 
 

The Candy Table requests donations of 
Christmas candies such as:  Hershey 
Kisses, M&Ms Plain and Peanut, 
Reese's Pieces, Jelly Beans, etc.  
Donations may be left at the  
church for Linda Jones. 
  
Jar filling workshops will be at Linda 
Jones’ house on the following dates:  
Monday, November 26; Tuesday, 
November 27; and Wednesday, 
November 28.  Coffee will be ready at 
9:30am!  All Candy “Elves” welcome to 
these workshops!! 

Good Stuff Needed for  

The Green Zone  
(aka White Elephant) 

 
We need good, gently used items for 
the Green Zone, which is a popular area 
of the Jolly Holly Fair.  You may bring 
items to the basement anytime between 
now and the Fair.  Please DO NOT 
block the aisle to the other rooms. 
 
We DO want: 

• dishes and glassware  

• knick-knacks and gift items 

• games and toys 

• tools and craft materials 

• Holiday decorations 

• Kitchen gadgets  

• books, and DVD's 

 
We DO NOT want: 

• TV's, electronics or exercise 

equipment 

• broken furniture or large furniture 

items 

• appliances or lamps 

• clothes, shoes, linens, pillows or 

blankets 

• stuffed animals 

• inexpensive plastic toys that come 

in kids meals or goodie bags 

Please do not bring us things that are 
dirty, broken or with little or no value. 

It costs us to get rid of it! 
 

Proceeds help support Youth 

Ministry programs and missions. 
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On Sunday, October 28
th

, 

the Youth groups 

collected food donations 

from Millis 

neighborhoods, then 

helped stock the shelves 

at the Food Pantry. 

 

Thank you to everyone 

who made our Trick-or-

Treat So All Can Eat 

adventures so successful! 

Drivers, chaperones, 

hosts, we could not have 

done it without YOU! 

 
 

You Are Invited to Join Us  

for a Special Day of Celebration 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 
 

10:00am - Worship Service 

11:00am - Brunch 

1:00pm 
Church of Christ Choir and other guests perform the Cantata, 

The Glory of Christmas 
Celebrating Christ’s Birth 

Music by Lloyd Larson; Orchestration by Ed Hogan 

 
In the words of Lloyd Larson…The message of Christmas is a message that our world 

needs to hear today.  It is for young and old alike, for people of every tribe and 
nation regardless of one’s station in life.  The Christmas story is filled with hope, 
promise, wonder, majesty, and mystery.  It is a perpetual reminder that in the 

darkest moments of life, the brilliance of the eternal Light of Christ has entered our 
world to guide us on the journey of life and faith.  This is the glory of Christmas! 
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Saturday & Sunday, November 17th and 18th 

Apple Pie Overnight! 
It’s time to make the pies! We will be baking apple and pumpkin.  
They can be frozen upon request. 
We need YOUTH of all ages to sell pies the weeks before. 
On November 17th we will gather at 6:00 pm for pie making and fun together. 
ALL YOUTH – grades 4 through 12 are welcome, friends too! 
Kids of the Kingdom (grades 4-6) should be picked up by 9:00 PM 
 

Sunday, November 25th 
Advent Dinner and Decorating –  
5:00 – 7:30 PM 
5:00 – 6:00 PM Pot Luck Supper 
6:00 – 7:00 PM Hanging of the Greens.   
We have special projects planned for decorators of all ages.  
7:00 – 7:30 PM 

Once the entire church is prepared for the advent season we will gather for some prayers,  
a Christmas skit that requires audience participation, and then a Christmas Carol sing-a-long 
to help us all embrace the spirit! Friends and neighbors and all family members are welcome! 

 

November Youth News: 
 

Sunday, November 4th 

 Pathfinders 6:30 – 8:30 PM 
 Dinner will appear somehow; if you want to help, let Jess know. We will be putting 

together College Care Packages and have our usual fun and games! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Friday November 30th  

ALL YOUTH - 6:00 PM – Jolly Holly Fair Set-Up 

Youth are responsible for the Green Zone of the Jolly Holly Fair. All the profits  

help our budget. Setting up is fun work, especially when we all participate!  

Bring $3 for pizza and let Jess know your favorite toppings! 

 

Saturday, Dec. 1
st
,  

8:30 AM – 3:30 PM -  Youth Run the Green Zone! 

It’s the Jolly Holly Fair and we need all hands in the Green Zone aka White Elephant Rooms. 

Everyone needs to sign up for a shift. We will especially need help with clean up. Look for a 

Sign Up Genius link in a Youth Newsletter closer to the day. The money we make will help 

fund our Christmas Parties, among other events.   



 

 

 

Church of Christ 

142 Exchange St 

Millis, MA 02054 

 

Phone: 

508-376-5034 

E-Mail: 

millisucc@msn.com 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.millisucc.org 

 

 

Church of Christ, Congregational 
142 Exchange Street 
Millis, MA  02054 


