
Church of Christ, Congregational, United Church of Christ, Millis, MA 

Sunday Worship at 10:00am  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

September 20, 2020 
Blessing the Interim/Search 

 
September 20th is Covenant Sunday when we formally recognize this interim time.  We 
celebrate the opportunity for self-reflection and growth as a congregation while searching for a 
new pastor.  We will covenant between interim pastor and congregation and also we will 
covenant between transition team and congregation to fully engage in the discernment and 
search work. 
 

Order of Worship  

  

Greeting & Announcements 
 
Prelude:  “Improvisation on ‘Weston’”1 
 
Call to Worship:2 
Leader: Let us lift God high in praise. 
People: We will bless God’s name into eternity. 
Leader: God is magnificent and can never be praised enough. 
People: There are no boundaries to God’s greatness. 
Leader: Generation after generation stand in awe of God’s work. 
People: Each of us tells stories of God’s mighty acts. 
Leader: God is all mercy and grace – 
People: Not quick to anger, is rich in love. 
Leader: Creation and creatures applaud God. 
People: We, God’s holy people, bless God. 
 
Invocation & Lord’s Prayer  (Use the words most comfortable for you.) 
 
Hymn:  “Before Your Cross, O Jesus”3  
 
Before your cross, O Jesus, our lives are judged today; 
the meaning of our eager strife is tested by your way. 
Across our restless living the light streams from your cross, 
and by its clear, revealing beams we measure gain and loss. 
 

To Join Worship on Zoom 

From a computing device, click this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87562091923?pwd=MVpJT21NelpRck9wM1UyaUtBalZsZz09  

If using a phone, dial:  1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID:  875 6209 1923    Password:  02054 
  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87562091923?pwd=MVpJT21NelpRck9wM1UyaUtBalZsZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87562091923?pwd=MVpJT21NelpRck9wM1UyaUtBalZsZz09


The hopes that lead us onward, the fears that hold us back, 
our will to dare great things for God, the courage that we lack, 
The faith we keep in goodness, our love, as low or pure, 
on all, the judgment of the cross falls steady, clear, and sure. 
 
Yet humbly, in our striving, we rise to face its test. 
We crave the power to do your will as once you did it best. 
On us let now the healing of your great Spirit fall, 
and make us brave and full of joy to answer to your call. 
 
Scripture: Philippians 1:21-30 
 Matthew 20:1-16 
 
Sermon 
 
Offering 
 
Prayer 
 
Covenant 
 
Church Leader:  This congregation, Church of Christ, Congregational, United Church of Christ 
of Millis, MA has called the Reverend Jennifer Geary to be our Interim Pastor. 
 
UCC:  Understanding that the grace of God has called you into ministry and summoned you to 
serve this Church, I ask you now in the presence of God and this congregation: Do you 
promise, to the best of your ability, to execute your office as Interim Pastor in accordance with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ – to preach and teach the Word of God, to administer the 
sacraments, to fulfill the duties of the pastoral office and to actively engage in the ministries of 
the wider United Church of Christ? Do you promise, to support and encourage this 
congregation as it engages in discernment, preparing for and calling a new settled pastor?   
 
Interim Pastor:  I promise, with the help of God. 
 
UCC:  Do you promise to not seek or accept a call from this church to serve as its settled 
pastor. 
 
Interim Pastor: In the name of God, I promise. 
 
UCC:  Beloved members of Christ’s Church, you have heard the solemn promise made by the 
Rev. Jennifer Geary whom you have asked to be your Interim Pastor.  Do you, now, receive 
Jennifer into this office? Do you further promise, to the best of your abilities, to show her the 
love, honor, and support due to a minister of Christ’s gospel? Do you promise to fully engage 
in the interim process as together you discern, prepare for and call a new settled pastor? 
 
Congregation:  We do, with the help of God. 
 
UCC:  Upon these mutual promises and in the presence of God and this congregation, I 
recognize you as Interim Pastor of this Church, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
  



 
 
Interim Pastor: As we begin this intentional interim time together, we begin new relationships. 
I have been called as your interim pastor, to support the work God is calling you as the Church 
to do at this time. As a minister of the Gospel, I will pray for you, listen to you, encourage and 
challenge you, as we move through this time together.  
 
Congregation: We, the people of Church of Christ, Congregational, United Church of Christ of 
Millis, MA, receive you as a servant of God and pledge our partnership as we continue to use 
the gifts God has given us for the ministries of the Gospel in this place: worship, education, 
witness, service, and stewardship.  
 
Interim Pastor: May God bless us and lead us as we together embark on this interim time. 
May God’s spirit instruct and prepare us for the future mission and ministry of the church in this 
place. 
 
Commissioning 
 
Church Leader:  Would the members of the Transition Team please come forward? 
 
Church Leader:  Jan and Becki, you have committed yourselves to a significant leadership 
task on behalf of the entire congregation. In recognition of the importance of your work, we 
pause to express our gratitude.    Will you guide the entire congregation in a systematic 
process of discernment through which we will be able to fully answer the questions:  Who are 
we?  Who is our neighbor? And what is our mission?  Will you listen carefully to our hopes and 
dreams as together we develop a description of our church community and the style of pastor 
leadership we need? 
 
Transition Team:  We will, with the help of God. 
 
Church Leader:  Members of this congregation, will you commit to fully participate in the 
upcoming discernment process?  Do you promise to read mailings, complete surveys, attend 
in-person and on-line gatherings and participate in informal on-line discussions sharing fully 
and freely providing the most complete information possible for the Transition team to use in 
creating the church profile? 
 
Congregation:  We will, with the help of God. 
 
Congregation: Gracious God, you have blessed and sustained us for years, and you have 
given us sacred symbols of Christian life together in this church community. Be with us now, 
we pray, as we enter this in-between time. Comfort us as we process the emotions of the past, 
and as we look anxiously toward new leadership in our future. Bless us and guide us as we 
reflect on our history and as we dream dreams about our future, so that we might prepare one 
another for the next portion of this journey. Give us courage, patience, and vision. Strengthen 
us in our Christian vocation of witness to the world and service to others, through Jesus our 
Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
Hymn:  “In the Midst of New Dimensions”4 
 
In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways, 
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering in their separate ways? 
 
Refrain: 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 
We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and ever more. 
 
Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair, 
Who will lift the olive branches? Who will light the flame of care? 
Refrain 
 
As we stand a world divided by our own self seeking schemes, 
Grant that we, your global village, might envision wider dreams. 
Refrain 
 
We are man and we are woman, all persuasions, old and young, 
Each a gift in your creation, each a love song to be sung. 
Refrain 
 
Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain, 
May your blazing phoenix spirit resurrect the church again. 
Refrain 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude:  “Epilogue on ‘Truro’”5 
 
 
 
 
Licenses:  One License #A-732166; CCLI #1300459  

 
1Based on tune by Ralph Vaughn Williams. 2004 Lorenz Publishing Co. 
2 Peterson, Eugene H. The Message, Pages 737-738, adapted. 
3Ferdinand Q. Blanchard, 1929; alt. Tune: ST. CHRISTOPHER  7.6.8.6.8.6.8.6. Frederick C. Maker, 1881.  Public 
Domain. 
4Julian Rush, 1985; alt. Tune: NEW DIMENSIONS 8.7.8.7. with refrain. Julian Rush, 1985. Arr. The New Century 
Hymnal, 1994. Copyright © 1985 Julian B. Rush. 
5 Lani Smith. Tune from "Psalmddia Evangelica". 2004 Lorenz Publishing Co. 

 
 


